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The Ontario Provincial
Report Card

A Parent’s Guide

Learning
Skills

The Learning Skills section of the report card
indicates how students learn rather than
what they learn. These skills are critical for
success at school and in life. Parents play a
key role in developing and reinforcing these
skills at home. Learning skills are reported
using a 4-point scale:

On elementary report cards, comments on
learning skills are also included in the final
comment box.

Discussing the Report Card with
your Child

■ After reading the report card, choose a
quiet time when you can talk about it with
your child. Ask them to tell you what they
are proud of and what their concerns are. 

■ Take care not to compare your child’s
report with any other student’s report.
Discuss only their report and help your child
set goals for the coming term or semester.

The Response Form

■ The Response Form is an opportunity for
students and parents to comment on
student achievement, strengths and
weaknesses. This is where students should
set goals for improving and where parents
may indicate how they will support their
child to achieve these goals. Both students
and parents sign this page and it is kept in
the Ontario Student Record.

After the Report

■ It is very important to attend
S t u d e n t / P a r e n t / T e a c h e r
Conferences/Interviews. The report card is
only one piece of the on-going
communication between home and school.
Interviews or longer conferences are unique
opportunities to discuss your child’s
achievement. You may wish to write
questions down prior to the conference and
even take notes while you are there.
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E = Excellent

G = Good

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement



grades

The preparation of report cards is part of the
on-going communication between students,
teachers and parents. If you have concerns
about your child’s progress, please contact
the teacher.

Attendance

When students are frequently absent or late,
they have difficulty achieving the learning
expectations for each grade. Thirty days
away a year for six years equals one entire
year out of school! When students have been
away, it is their responsibility to catch up on
missed work. Students who are late for
school miss the morning routines that can
help them prepare for learning and
encourage them to be involved in all aspects
of student life. When absences or tardiness
interfere with a child’s learning, a school may
ask an attendance counselor to become
involved with the family.

Reporting Periods

For non-semestered schools, both elementary
and secondary, student achievement is
reported formally three times per year.

For secondary students in semestered
schools, achievement is reported formally
four times per year at the mid-term and at
the end of each semester, when credits are
granted.

Achievement of the Provincial
Curriculum Expectations

The Ontario Report Card outlines student
achievement based on the Ontario
Curriculum documents. It provides
information to parents about how their
child’s achievement and progress compare to
provincial expectations and standards.

■ From Grades 1 to 6, achievement is
indicated by a letter grade (A, B, C or D.)
From Grades 7 to 12, achievement is
indicated by a percentage grade. A
minimum of “B” or 70% indicates that the
student has demonstrated most of the
required knowledge and skills required for
their grade at the reporting time. It is also an
indication that the student is adequately
prepared for the next grade or course.

■ Achievement of C (60 - 69%) indicates that
a student is approaching the provincial
standard with some difficulty. Further
development in knowledge and skills is
required to meet the provincial standard.  

■ Achievement of D (50-59%) indicates that
a student is experiencing significant difficulty
meeting the provincial standard  for that
grade or course and may not be adequately
prepared for the next grade or course.

■ An “R” or a mark of less than 50% on a
report card means that a student needs
extensive remedial support to succeed in the
program at that grade level.

If the IEP box is checked on your child’s report
card, it means that an Individual Education
Plan has been developed for them. The IEP
may mean that accommodation has been
made to help them meet the provincial
standard for that grade or it may mean that
your child’s program has been modified. For
example, a child may be working on
expectations from another grade. It is very
important to refer to the IEP when reading
the report card.

Comments

The comments will reflect the student’s
achievement of the curriculum expectations
in each subject. Comments indicate student
strengths, weaknesses and the next steps
required to improve achievement. Students
may use ‘next steps’ to identify goals for the
coming term or semester. The teacher may
suggest ways that student achievement can
be supported at home.

Understanding the
Report Card

Individual
Education Plans


